THE PERSONAL STATEMENT - UCAS FORM

SUGGESTED FORMAT


   FORMAT

This should be written in fluent, standard English.  You may use the headings or simply write in separate paragraphs.  It must contain no errors of grammar or spelling and should represent the level of sophistication that you have achieved in your own linguistic development.

You should type this directly onto the UCAS form and then copy and paste it into word to do a spell check.

NB
Institutions make offers, reject, or call for interview on the strength of your


personal statement.  Give it the time and effort it needs to represent you as


a worthy candidate.

Paragraph One - Motivation

This describes why you are applying for these courses.  It should include enthusiasm, interest, your ability in the subject, liking for the subject.

Suitability of this course as preparation for your future plans.

Paragraph Two - Relevant Experience (This is becoming increasingly important)

This will back up your claims to be motivated as outlined in paragraph one e.g.

1
Applying for English you will describe extra reading, theatre visits,


favourite authors, etc.

2
Teaching - will describe voluntary work in primary schools and any other


experience with children and their value to you.

3
Law - work experience in solicitor’s office, visits to county and 


magistrates court and relevant reading.

4
Any medical related course - voluntary work in hospitals, etc.

5
Geography/History - any personal interest that has been developed


beyond the classroom.

6
Engineering - any practical use of knowledge gained in physics.  
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Paragraph Three - Extra-curricular involvement in School

This could begin by suggesting that you have always participated fully in the life of the school and then go on to describe what you have done more recently.  You should most importantly, also describe how you benefited from these activities - skills demonstrated, understanding developed, etc.  This section could include activities - sport, music, drama, speech, school teams.

Areas where you have helped with younger students.  Any assistance given at school events; College Council, charity work, D. of  E. involvement, Canoeing/Dragon Boating.

Paragraph Four - Out of School Hobbies, Interests
Those you pursue individually. Social activities, sporting, intellectual.  Obviously describing more fully any which relate to the chosen course.

What you have gained from these activities in terms of development and skills is particularly important.

Paragraph Five - Brief but Strong Final Statement
Should pull together all the above in support of your application expressing commitment, dedication and your determination to succeed; ability to work hard and understanding of what will be required should be stressed.
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