	                                                                                                                          PERSONAL STATEMENT (Example two)



	                                                                                                                                                                    My long-held fascination with the law was strengthened by a recent min-pupillage in a set of local chambers, during which I shadowed a barrister, and the experience has reinforced my decision to pursue the subject to degree level.  This work placement, which included sessions in both Magistrates’ and Crown Courts and participation in client meetings and interviews, allowed me to gain a valuable working knowledge of the English legal system.  

In order to obtain a further insight into my chosen degree area, I attended a residential Law Summer School in July 2000 and participated in an intensive programme of study similar to that undertaken by first year undergraduates.  Having thoroughly enjoyed this week-long taste of University life, I look forward to studying the law in greater depth and feel confident that my chosen A-level subjects have helped me to develop the necessary personal qualities, such as the capacity for clear, logical thinking and the ability to make and apply precise distinctions.  
My experience as Chairman of the School Council and as Sixth Form Representative has taught me to represent others responsibly and has extended my communication and interpersonal skills, as has my membership of the 
St Helens Citizens’ Panel, a body providing views on services to the local Borough Council and both Health and Police Authorities.  I am also delighted to have been nominated to represent the United Kingdom in a delegation of individuals who possess strong leadership potential at the Global Youth Leaders Conference to be held in the summer of 2001 in Washington and New York, funding for which I have arranged through local commercial sponsorships and by organising fund-raising events.  I eagerly await the chance to meet and interact with students from other countries and differing cultures during discussions focused upon global issues such as diplomacy, economics, law and human rights.

Working towards completing my Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award later this year, having already achieved both Bronze and Silver awards, has helped me to learn the importance of self-discipline, motivation and dedication when faced with demanding challenges.  These have ranged from community work, such as helping with physically and mentally handicapped children on a weekly basis at a local primary school, to undertaking a week-long residential conservation programme at Beverley Minster.  This last venture was extremely enjoyable and not only enhanced my teamwork and organisational skills, but was so successful that I have been invited back next year as a leader at a similar Cathedral Camp.

As a keen sportsman and games captain at school for the last five year, I have organised many sporting events and represented the school in a wide variety of sports, becoming St Helens Breastroke Champion and gaining regional honours for football at a European  tournament.  Other achievements of which I am proud include gaining a recognised first-aid qualification and playing the lead role in a major school drama production.

Although I intend to seize the opportunity to take an active part in a wide variety of cultural and social activities during my time at university, I realise that law is a demanding, but rewarding, subject to study.  I am looking forward to both the intellectual challenge and stimulating environment that a highly regarded law faculty offers and firmly believe that my enthusiasm and experience will prove invaluable for life at university.


